
Notomabuya frenata (Cope, 1862) is a species of 
the family Mabuyidae. It presents golden reflections 
in the head and a brownish-black lateral band with 
irregular borders that extends from the snout to the 
groin. Individuals of this species also present fused 
frontoparietals, four supraoculars (some specimens may 
have three or five) and may reach up to 91mm in SVL 
(Vrcibradic and Rocha, 2011; Hedges and Conn, 2012; 
Cope, 1862).

The species has a wide distribution in South America 
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil and Paraguay) (Cei, 1993; 
Gallardo, 1968; Hedges and Conn, 2012). In Brazil, the 
species has been registered in the states of Rio Grande 
do Sul, Paraná, São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Mato Grosso 
do Sul, Goiás, Federal District, Mato Grosso, Rondônia, 
Tocantins, Piauí, Minas Gerais and southern Pará 
(Bérnils and Moura-Leite, 1990; Vitt, 1991; Sazima and 
Haddad, 1992; Lema, 1994; Vrcibradic and Rocha, 1998, 
Pinto end Araújo, 2000, Colli et al. 2002, Gainsbury 

and Colli, 2003, Vrcibradic end Moura-Leite, 2003; 
Whiting et al. 2006; Vrcibradic and Almeida-Gomes, 
2006; Costa et al 2008). According to Vazolini (1988), 
the distribution of N. frenata is deeply associated with 
the Cerrado biome. Sazima and Haddad (1992) reported 
that this species can also be found in some regions of 
the Atlantic Forest.

Despite the wide distribution of N. frenata in Brazil, 
here we report the occurrence of N. frenata  in the 
State of Maranhão for the first time (Figure 1). The 
specimen was collected in accordance with the license 
SEMA-00775/2011 and deposited in the Collection of 
Herpetology of the Federal University of Goiás, Campus 
de Goiânia, Brazil, under the number ZUFG 1149. 
The individual was captured in a pitfall trap during a 
fieldwork related to the environmental programme 
of the Parnaíba Thermal Power Plant (TPP), between 
October and November 2015. The specimen was 
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Figure 1. Specimen of Notomabuya frenata collected in the 
municipality of Santo Antônio Lopes, state of Maranhão, 
northern Brazil (Photo: Karll Cavalcante Pinto).



Karll Cavalcante Pinto et al.320

recorded in the municipality of Santo Antonio Lopes (4° 
48’ 35” S, 44° 21’ 33” W), State of Maranhão, which 
is inserted in the micro region of Médio Mearim and 
is influenced by three biomes: Cerrado, Caatinga, and 
the Amazon Forest, with formations of babaçu and 
carnauba palms (IBGE, 1992 and Galvão, 1955). Thus, 
this report extends the distribution of the species to the 
northeast at about 670 km from the northernmost point 
(municipality of Redenção, state of Pará; Vrcibradic and 
Moura-Leite, 2003) (Figure 2).

Acknowledgments. We would like to thank F. F. Bremer Souza, 
W. Vaz-Silva and R. M. Oliveira, for their help,and Biota Projetos 
e Consultoria Ambiental Ltda, Usina Termelétrica Parnaíba, for 
support. 

References

Bérnils, RS and Moura-Leite, JC (1990): A contribuição de André 
Mayer à História Natural no Paraná (Brasil) III. Répteis. 
Arquivos de Biologia e Tecnologia 33(2): 469-480.

Cei, JM (1993): Reptiles del Noroeste, Nordeste y Este de la 
Argentina. Herpetofauna de las selvas subtropicales, puna y 
pampas. Monografie di Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali, 
Torino 14: 1-949.

Cope, ED (1862): Contributions to Neotropical saurology. Proc. 
Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia 14: 176-188.

Colli, GR, Bastos, RP, Araújo, AFB (2002): The character and 
dynamics of the Cerrado herpetofauna. In Oliveira, PS, Marquis, 
RJ (eds.), The Cerrados of Brazil: Ecology and Natural History 
of a Neotropical Savanna, p. 223-239. New York. Columbia 
University Press.

Costa, HC, Fernandes, VD, Vrcibradic, D, Neves Feio, R (2008): 
Reptilia, Scincidae, Mabuya frenata: Distribution extension. 
Check List 4 (1): 86-88.

Gallardo, JM (1968): Las especies argentinas del género Mabuya 
(Scincidae, Sauria). Revista del Museo Argentino de Ciencias 
Naturales Bernardino Rivadavia, Zoología 9: 177-196.

Figure 2. Prior records of Notomabuya frenata in northern Brazil. Red star: municipality of Santo Antônio dos Lopes, State of 
Maranhão (new record); black triangle: municipality of Redenção, state of Pará (northernmost record); black circle: municipality 
of Conceição do Araguaia, state of Tocantins.



Galvão, R (1955): Introdução ao conhecimento da área maranhense 
abrangida pelo plano de valorização econômica da Amazônia. 
Revista Brasileira de Geografia 17: 239-299.   

Gainsbury, AM, Colli, GR (2003): Lizard assemblages from 
natural Cerrado enclaves in southwestern Amazonia: the role of 
stochastic extinctions and isolation. Biotropica 35(4): 503- 519.

Hedges, SB, Conn, CE (2012): A new skink fauna from Caribbean 
islands (Squamata, Mabuyidae, Mabuyinae). �������� 3288: 1-
244.

IBGE (1992). Divisão do Brasil em mesorregiões e microrregiões/ 
Fundação instituto brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística, 
Departamento de Geografia. Volume 2, Tomo 2 – Região 
Nordeste. Rio de Janeiro, Brasil.

Lema, T (1994): Lista comentada dos répteis ocorrentes no Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brasil.

Comunicações do Museu de Ciência e Tecnologia da PUCRS 
(Série Zoologia) 7: 41- 150.

Pinto, MGM, Araujo, AFB (2000): Geographic Distribution. 
Mabuya frenata. Herpetological Review 31 (1): 53.

Sazima, I, Haddad, CFB (1992): Répteis da Serra do Japi: notas 
sobre história natural. In Morelatto LP, Ed. História Natural da 
Serra do Japi: Ecologia e Preservação de uma Área Florestal do 
Sudeste do Brasil, p. 212-236. Campinas. Editora da Unicamp 
- FAPESP.

Vanzolini, PE (1988): Distributional patterns of South American 
lizards. In Vanzolini, PE, Heyer, WR, Ed. Proceedings of a 
Workshop on Neotropical Distribution, p. 317-342. �������
Janeiro: Academia Brasileira de Ciências.

Vitt, LJ (1991). An introduction to the ecology of Cerrado lizards. 
Journal of Herpetology 25 (1): 79-90.

Vrcibradic, D, Almeida-Gomes, VNT, Borges - Junior, M, Kiefer, 
MC, Van Sluys, M, Rocha, CFD (2006): Reptilia, Scincidae, 
Mabuya frenata: Distribution extension. Check List 2 (2): 57-
58.  

Vrcibradic, D, Moura-Leite, JC (2003): Geographic Distribution. 
Mabuya frenata. Herpetological Review 34 (2): 166.

Vrcibradic, D, Rocha, CFD (1998): Reproductive cycle and 
life-history traits of the viviparous skink Mabuya frenata in 
southeastern Brazil. Copeia 1998 (3): 612- 619.

Vrcibradic, D, Rocha, CFD (2011). An overview of female 
reproductive traits in South American Mabuya (Squamata, 
Scincidae), with emphasis on brood size and its correlates. 
Journal of Natural History 45: 813–825.

Whiting AS, Sites, JW, Jr., Pellegrino, KC, Rodrigues, MT, (2006): 
Comparing

alignment methods for inferring the history of the new world lizard 
genus Mabuya

(Squamata: Scincidae). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 38 
(3): 719-730.

Geographic distribution extension of Notomabuya frenata, Brazil 321

Accepted by Cynthia Prado


